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Religion 497 Thesis Writing Seminar 
Fall, 2007 

 
 
 

Instructor:  Dr. Peter Slade     

Office:  15 Rinehart Center      

Office phone:  X5237      

E-mail:  pslade@ashland.edu 

Web site: www.ashland.edu/~pslade 

 

 

Office hours:  M, W & F, 10-10:50, T, Th 11-11:45 and by appointment. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This Religion Thesis Writing Seminar is designed for religion majors who are undertaking their 

required religion thesis.  Students will engage in the various stages related to researching and writing 

their religion thesis.  Students will also provide support and guidance to fellow thesis writers.   

 

OBJECTIVES AND STUDENT OUTCOMES 

The objectives of this course and outcomes expected for the students are as follows: 

1. Students will demonstrate familiarity with the various stages of thesis preparation from 

proposal through final draft.   

2. Students will learn how to develop research methods required for larger writing 

projects. 

3. Students will learn proper research and citation procedures to avoid plagiarism. 

4. Students will learn how to work independently and to create a time frame for 

independent research and writing. 

5. Students will provide support, encouragement and guidance for fellow thesis writers in 

the course. 

 

This class is designed to complement, not replace,  

your work with your thesis advisor. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS  

The Final Grade will be based on three factors.  

            Participation                                      30%  

                        Draft Bibliography  

& Bibliographic Essay                      20% 

Proposal & Draft Outline                  10% 

Paper     15% 

  Written Responses   20% 

Plan for completion       5% 

mailto:pslade@ashland.edu
http://www.ashland.edu/~pslade
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Participation (30%)    

The value of this class primarily rests on the accountability, support and feedback participants give to 

one another. The class only meets on Tuesdays and after the first three weeks will not meet every 

week; check the schedule carefully.  Come to class prepared to engage in discussions and to provide 

feedback to the work of fellow class members.  

You are required to attend every class ï unwarranted absences demonstrate disregard for 

the course and disrespect for the professor and fellow students who have prepared for the 

class. 

If you have to miss a class, please contact Academic Advising ext. 5880 at the earliest 

opportunity. They will send an email to all your professors. When you return to class, 

please bring primary evidence for the cause of your absence (doctorôs note, sports 

schedule, copy of funeral service, police report, etc.).  

While there is no grade assigned for attendance, failure to show up for class will hamper 

your participation grade. 

I reserve the right to lower your final  grade -- even to the point of course failure -- for 

excessive/extended absences whatever the cause. 

 

Bibliography & Bibliographic Essay (20%)                        

The second week of class you will turn in a draft Bibliography  (9/11) which will include books and 

articles that are significant in your chosen field of research. This will be followed 2 weeks later (9/25) 

by a 7 page Bibliographic Essay. In consultation with your advisor, you will consider at least 5 

significant works in your field of study. 

A bibliographic essay is a narrative discussion, a review, of the literature of a topic. It is the 

equivalent of a conversation in which someone not only advises you about "what's out 

there" but shapes that raw material into a coherent survey of the materials available. Like 

all bibliographies, the bibliographic essay enumerates sources and, like an annotated 

bibliography, it describes and analyses them; it goes beyond performing these functions, 

however, to comparing, contrasting, and evaluating the relationships among works. A 

bibliographic essay thus draws a picture of the literature of a topic, and in so doing, unlike a 

list and like an essay, it tends to take a position and establish an interpretive point of view. 

To compile a bibliographic essay, begin by asking two related questions: 

1. Who is writing and why are they writing?  

2. What are they writing about and with which debates are they engaging?  

 what are the theories, conclusions, images, or points of view in these materials  

 what assumptions do they make or question  

 what do they leave out  

 what are the problems, issues, and points of contention or debate  

These questions lead to building the "compare and contrast" superstructure that 

characterizes the bibliographic essay. 
adapted from http://www.haverford.edu/library/reference/rkieft/bibess.html 

 

http://www.haverford.edu/library/reference/rkieft/bibess.html
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Thesis Proposal & Draft Outline (10%) 

During the sixth week of the semester (10/9), you will be required to present and discuss your  page 

thesis proposal and draft outline with other members of the class. You will email the proposal and 

outline to the class no later than midnight Sunday 10/7. Consult the ñThesis Proposal Checklistò 

handout. 

Your outline is a detailed plan of your whole thesis: it is the ordered skeleton upon which you flesh 

out your argument. Present it in note form, listing sections and paragraphs/blocks in order. 

N.B. You must have shown and discussed your draft outline and proposal with your advisor 

before 10/9. Come to class prepared to share your advisorôs comments. 

Paper (15%) 

The last 8 weeks of the class will be devoted to writing a 25 page paper. This will be a significant 

section from your outline (N.B. this can include some reworking of the material from your 

bibliographic essay). This paper will be the first draft of a significant chunk of your final thesis. Two 

weeks after starting we will meet as a group to hear progress reports. I suggest you set a personal 

deadline of 11/20 to finish so you can enjoy Thanksgiving. You must email you finished paper to the 

group no later than midnight 11/27. 

Written Responses (20%) 

This will give you a week to respond briefly in writing to each of the selections submitted by your 

fellow classmates. Written responses should be approximately two hundred (200) words in length and 

should include a concise summary of the writing sample as well as some substantive comments or 

suggestions for the author to consider. Submit two copies of your responses (one for the author and 

one for the instructor). 

Plan for Completion (5%) 

No later than the last day of class (12/4), you must submit to the instructor one copy of a realistic 

written plan for completion of your thesis. This will include an outline of additional research required 

AND a timetable (with internal deadlines) for your research and writing. This plan MUST have been 

discussed and approved by your advisor prior to submission.  

Grading   

You must successfully complete ALL of the above requirements of this course to receive an ñIPò at 

the end of the semester.   Twenty percent (20%) of your final grade for Rel 497 will be based upon 

your performance in this course and eighty percent (80%) will be based upon your thesisô advisorôs 

assessment of the final draft of your thesis.  
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Documented Learning Disabilities  

Students with disabilities who have documentation on file with Classroom Support Services (105 

Amstutz, extension 5953) are entitled to reasonable academic adjustments/ accommodations under 

The Americanôs with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  Qualified 

students are encouraged to identify to professors early in the semester.  Ashland University makes 

great effort to provide equal access to all students who have documented disabilities. 

Honor & Integrity 

The Academic Integrity Code of Ashland University applies to all aspects of every 

student's work in this course. In particular, students should familiarize themselves with the 

Honor Code's policies regarding plagiarism. A piece of work containing willful plagiarism 

WILL receive an F and I reserve the right to fail a student for willful plagiarism. 

 

 

PLAGIARISM CAN RESULT IN  

 

INSTANT COURSE FAILURE 
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REL 497: 

 
Thesis Writing Seminar 

 

 

Date Class Task 

T 8/28 Intro & How to start locating 

Written Sources. 

 

T  9/4 Library Session with Dr. Morton:  

Meet at the Seminary Library at  

3:15 

Meet with Adviser during the week 

T  9/11 Using your Written Sources:  

Reading and Taking Notes 

Documenting Sources and Avoiding 

Plagiarism 

Turn in first draft Bibliography 

T  9/18 X  

T  9/25 Developing a Thesis  

(and a proposal) 

Bibliographic Essay Due. 

T 10/2 X  

T  10/9 Class Discussion of Proposals & 

Outline  

First draft proposal & outline 

emailed to class by midnight on 

Sunday 10/7. 

T 10/16 Writing Style: Organizing and 

Developing Arguments 

 

T 10/22 X  

T 10/30 Progress Reports and Collective 

Troubleshooting 

 

T 11/6 X  

T  11/13 X  

T 11/20 

X \ 

 

T  11/27 - 

Midnight 
X Deadline for emailing a copy of 

your paper to class. 

T 12/4 Presentations & discussion of 

Papers 

Bring written responses to each 

piece (2 copies) and final outline 

and plan to class 


