ASHLAND UNIVERSITY SIFE STUDENTS BRING BENH OPING NATION
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Traveling down dirt roadsvitnessing bloated bellieand catching sight ofhanty homesvith dirt
floorst these events made for agye-opening experiencéor three students and an AshlanaiJersity
professor The groupepresented the AlStudents in Free Enterprise (S.l.JFt&am as they traveled to the
Dominican Republion January 123 and workedwith a team called Esperanza Internation#/ith a goal to
help others become seffustaired through entrepreneurship in a free market economy, the groujoiabr
students Trisha Akers from Woosterh@®; Jessica Watson from HarmonrisylvaniaAlex Curavo from
Toledo, Mio and inance pofessor Terry Rumkesought to reach out to impovesined individuals living in this
developing nation
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that generate income, improve education and health, and restorevgetth and dignity to those wh have
lost hope. The organization is arternational microfinance and education program providing micro loans to
more than 13,000 individuals in the Dominican Republic and Haiti. This program involves the creation of
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together and then receive a loap start their own businesses. Eagioup is then responsible to work as a
team in the loan repayment process. This format instills responsibility wedich community member as they
must help each other to succeed at their businesses while also striving to be accountable for their own families
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much-needed second income.
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stories of Esperanza loan recipients on vidédter travelingdown dirt roadgo the rural communities served
by Esperanza, the &&n was able to meet many entrepreneurs who have benefited from their microfinance
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and principles of business such as basic Ha#ping and the #narketing B (Product, Price, Promotion,
Place). The AU SIFE team wasiched as they heargersonal stories of how Esperafzaicrofinance
program hashanged lives and learnaghat they can do to helgoan recipientsucceed as entrepreneurs

With living conditions incomparable to United States standards, most pdivtg in therural areasof
the Dominican Republic do not have enough money to support themselves or their families. The team
experienced the drastic differences in tdeveloping natioras they captured footage of young children who
were barefoot, dirty and barely clothed. The team was alsoduced to tiny shacks that functioned as both
large familieShomes and businesseSome of these buildings did not even havefs. It is becase of the



poor economy and living conditions that the people of the Dominican Republic and Haiti need help. This is
why Esperanza looks to help instill hogred a better lifefor others by reducing poverty L C9 Q& NBf S 41|
partnerin that mission ana@ontinueto strengthentheir relationship with the organizatiarSIFE students
believe in the free enterprise system and witness&dt-hand its potential toprovidebetter living conditions
for millions around the world.

Currently,back at AUthe SIE team is creating series of promotional videos that will be utilized by
Esperanza for fundraisingecruiting and promotions othe life-changing benefits ahicrofinance These
videoswill ultimately be distributed throughout the United States on DVid anwww.esperanza.orgin
FRRAGAZ2Y I | & LI tNdistudedtshdvd eStabiistied the AUISIFE IBtgfriational Microfinance
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International,the AU SIFE Microfinance Fumalv provideshope to impoverished women in five countries on
four different continents. For a profile of each entrepren&IFE has assistddoughtheir fund, visit
http://www .kiva.org/lender/ausife

Formore informationabout this causer on ways to helpplease visitvww.esperanza.orgnd
www.kiva.org Most American$iave never experienced trygverty, but unfortunately it is prevalent
throughout the world Help reduce poverty by joiningt N2 2 SOl |s@lfwiSth is restoke@nist
pride is found.

- Trisha Akers, Junior Marketing Major, Wooster, OH
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