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What is Credit for Prior Learning?

•Documented learning and knowledge gained through 
experience

•Learning gained outside of a traditional educational 
institutional environment

•Academic credit alternatives, such as exams, military 
training, portfolios

•Unique approaches for meeting program, major and 
general education requirements

•Publicly verifiable learning outcomes 



PLA Boosts Completion and 

Saves Money

According to CAEL, adults earning credit for prior 

learning have higher degree completion rates than 

those without.

49% with 
credit for prior 

learning

27% without 
credit for prior 

learning



PLA Boosts Completion and 

Saves Money

Money saved with PLA credits.

CLEP or DSST Exam
~$118

Tuition Savings
$1,067-1,652 per 3 

credits

Portfolio
$175

Tuition Savings
$1,010+, depending 
on credits awarded

CLEP Prep: Modernstates.org

Military, OPATC, & 
Others

Tuition Savings
Varies by program



Types of Credit for 

Prior Learning

Transfer 
Credit

Credit-by-
Exam

Pre-Evaluated
Certificates

Portfolio



Credit-by-Exam

Ashland University 

currently offers 

credit for the 

following providers:

• CLEP 

• DSST Exams.



Pre-Evaluated Credentials

• Military Credit

• Criminal Justice 

Training



Prior Learning Portfolio

PLA 
Consultation

Determine 
Faculty 

Assessor

Pay Course 
Fee

Build 
Portfolio in 
Blackboard

Assessor 
Evaluates 
Portfolio 

S/U

PLA 
Committee 

Awards 
Credit



How many credits for prior learning 

are allowed for my degree?

• Undergraduate students: 32 Semester Credits

• Graduate Students: 9 Semester Credits



How do I get started?

Complete 
transfer credit 

evaluation with 
your advisor

Compare your 
previously 

earned licenses 
and credentials 

with pre-
evaluated 

credit & exams 
on the website.

https://www.ashland.edu/prior-learning-assessment-pla

Match your 
credentials 
that are not 

pre-evaluated 
with specific 

courses.

Schedule a 
consultation 
for portfolio 
evaluation



Where do I find more 

information?

https://www.ashland.edu/prior-learning-assessment-pla

Email: ktipton1@ashland.edu



Questions?


